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Financial Independence Plan
Financial independence combines earning, spending, saving, and asking informed questions.
Compare dependable take-home pay, schedule, benefits, travel, safety, and growth opportunities.
A larger gross salary alone does not tell you which offer fits. Read housing, insurance, and
borrowing terms before committing.

Worked comparison: two fictional monthly offers

Factor Offer A Offer B

Assumed take-home pay $2,100 $2,250

Work travel cost $120 $300

Listed work costs subtracted $1,980 $1,950

A leaves $30 more after these travel costs even though B pays more. This is not a complete job
evaluation: health benefits, hours, reliability, and other expenses could reverse the decision. The
take-home figures are supplied assumptions, not tax calculations.

Build and stress-test
1. Using Offer A's $2,100 take-home pay, plan housing/utilities $900, travel $120, groceries $300,
insurance/phone $150, and savings $300. Find money left for other needs and flexible spending.

2. An unexpected $180 repair arrives. Choose one balanced revision without reducing housing or
food. Explain its cost to another goal.
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FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE PLAN

Check, explain, and apply
Model plan and revision
Listed costs and savings total $900 + $120 + $300 + $150 + $300 = $1,770. Remaining money is
$2,100 - $1,770 = $330. A learner might keep $150 of that as a cushion and assign $180 to other
needs or flexible spending.

For a $180 repair, use the $150 cushion and reduce flexible spending by $30. The plan still
balances. If no cushion existed, a different safe adjustment or support would be needed. A credit
card would move the payment into the future and could add costs; it would not erase the repair.

Before making a commitment
- Job: verify the employer, pay schedule, expected hours, deductions, and applicable worker
protections.

- Housing: compare total costs, deposits, utilities, transport, lease terms, and adult or legal
requirements.

- Money: plan an emergency reserve, payment reminders, account security, and regular budget
reviews.

Your fictional 90-day plan
1. Choose one earning skill, one savings target, and one money-management habit. Give each a
small first action, a deadline, and a way to check progress. Use invented financial details.

One model: practice a spreadsheet for 20 minutes weekly; set aside $15 weekly for 12 weeks;
review a fictional budget every Sunday. Targets may be revised as circumstances change.
Educational practice, not individualized financial, legal, tax, or investment advice. Examples are
fictional. U.S. rules and account terms can vary.

Free print license: households and educators may copy this unchanged resource for their own
learners. Do not sell, upload as a paid product, or remove Penny Hollow attribution. Keep all
practice details fictional; no personal financial information is needed.
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